H4        PRESS  CONTROLLERS DREAD CHANGE

The same photograph in the News-Chronicle was de-
scribed as:

" Ambulance man attending to a fainting case/'

More daring was this exploit* The Express published on
October 30, 1931, a photograph of a crane unloading
cases of gold sent to France from the United States* On
November 24 of the same year this photograph appeared
again with a caption stating that it showed a cargo of
" unwanted Soviet butter " being landed in this country*

That was an example of too careful economy* Now for
one of enterprise over-bold*

On May 25, 1932, an early edition of the Express
included on its front page a description of an Empire
Day pageant, organized by the paper and arranged to take
place in Hyde Park on May 24. This description was
printed under the headings : " Thrilling Climax to Em-
pire Day* Thousands Cheer Historic Scenes*"

The historic scenes were sketched in detail and readers
were told how at the end " the slender figure of a girl
robed in white, representing Peace, stood enthroned
before us in a single beam of white light," and how " we
sang as the darkness fell*"

In later editions appeared a headline

HYDE   PARK   PAGEANT   CALLED   OFF

and a few lines stating that the whole affair had been
cancelled.

Fating is not a new practice* A story used to be told
against an early illustrated journal called the Pictorial
Times. A message was sent from Scotland to say that
Queen Victoria had " gone to see the shearing*" Then
(I quote from Mr* Mason Jackson's work on The Pictorial
Press) " the conductors of the Pictorial Times, being anxious